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WOULD BANKRUPT THE PARTY.

That was a pertinent parallel that Henry J.
Allen, the Kansas editor, drew before the Chicago
convention Wednesday, when he said Roosevelt was
.in the position of a man who had indorsed a promis-

-sory note, and was now willing to make it good, the
"man for whom he had indorsed having failed.

But Allen might have added that those to whom
the note is payable appear not to want the note paid.
They would much rather throw the whole affair into
the bankruptcy court.

BOYS' OUTING AT RIVER VIEW.

Two" thousand boys will be taken tomorrow on
an excursion to River View in order to stimulate their
interest in the Boy Scout movement, as well as to
give them a delightful outing. Advantage will be
taken of the opportunity to instruct them in the Je-
tails of Tag Day, which has been fixed for next Tues-
day, when a special effort will be made to raisc
funds for the Boy Scouts camp at River View.

The management announces that all the boys
who wish to make the trip will be welcome. No red
.tape or preliminaries will be necessary. The boys
only have to present themselves on the Seventh
street wharf at 7 o'clock and go aboard the steamer
St. Johns.

CALM AND JUDICIAL THEFT.

The Republican national committee in order to
make its case in favor of Taft delegates refused to
permit the Roosevelt contestants to introduce any
evidence, of which they had an abundance, to prove
the Taft delegates had no right to be seated. The
Taft delegates were seated.

Then the Taft delegates thus seated refused to
permit the evidence against them to be introduced
before the convention itself, voting to refer every-
thing to the committee on credentials,

When the committee on credentials met one of
the Taft delegates who was seated because of this
procedure, former Senator Hemenway of Indiana,
introduces a resolution that no evidence will be heard
that has not already been heard, which again pre-
vents the Roosevelt men from introducing proof of
their claims of fraud and bare-faced theft.

Wonder how this procedure appeals to calm and
judicial minds?

DISTRICT DIVORCE LAWS.

The Bar Association of the District of Columbia
has initiated a needed reform in the divorce laws
which prevail in this jurisdiction, and it is hoped the
new provisions will be speedily adopted in Congress.
As the law now stands infidelity to the marriage vows
is the sole ground for divorce in the District. In
many of the instances which it would be possible
to cite the living death which the innocent party has
been forced to endure—and in most cases it is the
wife—the tyranny of the present statute has been
truly pathetic.

The special committee appointed by the District
Bar Association has brought in a report in the nature
of a bill which Congress will be asked to pass, pro-
viding four grounds for divorce instead of one. The
present ground is, of course, retained, and the three
following are added: Habitual drunkenness for three
years, cruel treatment, and willful desertion for two
years.

Even those who are most strongly opposed to
divorce on principle can well afford to lend their
support to these new grounds, and the Bar Associa-
tion has acted wisely in adopting the report of the
committee. Indeed, it would not have been amiss
if as a fifth ground the association had decided to
indorse: conviction of crime and imprisonment for
two years. This latter provision may be held in abey-
ance for the time being, but it is imperative that the
District should be provided with the more liberal
statute which has just been framed. Active advocacy
of the new measure should be taken up at once. It
undoubtedly has the support of the people of the
District.

THE SIMPLE ART OF BURGLARY.

Burglary is no longer a fine art —neither a dan-
gerous vocation. It is simple and perfectly safe,
Witness the convention now in session at Chicago!

First, a national committee, the majority of
whose members had already been repudiated by their

| own States, steal seventy-two delegates in the con-
vention. The public is already familiar with the
details.

By means of these seventy-two delegates the
forces which committed the theft proceed to organize
the convention and adopt rules for its conduct.

Then the officers elected by means of these
seventy-two delegates under the rules adopted by
the aid of these seventy-two delegates permit these

seventy-two delegates to determine the manner in

which they shall be tried for receiving stolen goods—
even to the selection of their own judge, their own
jury, and the place of trial.

The seventy-two delegates then select the jury
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and the judge from among their own number, make
a ruling that their mccusers cannot introduce any
evidence and announce they are ready for trial,

If this daylight robbery is representative of
the Republican party, then it were far, far better that
the Republican party pass out of existence.

WHAT THE FIGHT IS ABOUT.

There was a multiplicity of motions at the Chi.
cago convention Wednesday and a multitude of par-
hamentarians to discuss them.

But the issue was one of greatest simplicity,
and it has been the issue that the Roosevelt forces
have been constantly forcing upon the convention,
the party and the country at large:

Shall a man on trial be permitted to sit on the
jury that tries him?

Shall a delegate whose seat is contested be per-
mitted to vote upon his own right to hold the seat?

Surely the question is simple. Certainly it ad-
mits of no argument anywhere—except in a conven-
tion packed by the Reactionaries and tools of Special
Privilege.

All that the Roosevelt leaders asked of Rose-
water the first day of the convention was that such
delegates be not allowed to vote until their right to
sit in the convention had been established. The re-
quest was ruled out of order.

All that the Roosevelt forces asked of the con.
vention Wednesday was that these delegates be not
permitted to vote until their right to their seats had
been determined—but under the ruling of Chairman
Root these delegates were permitted to vote upon
their right to vote, and, of course, they would not
and did not vote to unseat themselves. It was only
by their votes—seventy-two in number—that the
forces of Special Privilege were able to obtain their
majority of fifty-four!

Colonel Roosevelt insists no man has a right
to sit upon the jury that is trying his own case.

He insists that no delegate has a right to vote
upon the legality of his own claim to a seat in the
convention.

He insists that until the legality of that dele-
gate's right to a seat in the convention is determined
by the delegates whose seats are not questioned, that
delegate should not be permitted to vote upon any
question before the convention or effectin, the or-
ganization of the convention.

That, in brief, is what this fight is all about.

As a layman, unversed in parliamentary proce-
dure, or the devious precedents of other conventions,
does not Roosevelt's contention appeal to you as
right, as just, and as a square deal?

INEFFECTUAL REPENTANCE.

For ten years the Beef Trust fought to prove
it was not a trust—and won out, in so far as the
court record stands.

It continued, however, to act like a trust, to
maintain a monopoly upon meat products, to bear
down the prices to the farmer, to elevate the prices
to the consumer—and to misrepresent the facts.

Then came the exposure of the facts, first made
public by The Times. Congress decided immediate-
ly to institute a vigorous investigation of the Beef
trust, and, spurred by the expose of the truth, the
Department of Justice announced its determination
to take up the gage of battle again and endeavor to
get a case against the Beef trust that would stick.

Alarmed by these indications of activity the
Beef trust now admits as true what it spent ten
years and much money to prove was not true—
namely, that it is & trust, but it accompanies this con-
fession with the announcement that it intends to dis-
solve on or before August 1, along the lines followed
by the Standard Oil and the Tobacco trust in dis-
solving, under the protection of the Sherman anti-
trust law.

It also emulates these two worthy compeers in
the field of monopoly by following its notice of dis-
solution by another boost in prices, just as the Stand-
ard Oil and Tobacco trusts did.

This action of the Beef trust is the most with-
ering commentary upon the incompetency of the
Sherman anti-trust law that has yet been made. It
exposes that law to ridicule and contempt. It proves
the utter debility of that law.

However, thanks to the virile subcommittee of
the House Judiciary Committee, which has just com-
menced its probe of the Beef trust and the cause of
the prohibitive price of meats, at a time when the
supply of live stock excels anything for ten years,
the Beef trust will not escape unwhipt of justice,

The next time it is brought to the bar of justice it
will confront not the inadequate and vitiated Sher-
man anti-trust law, but a law that is adequate, virile,
and capable of being used as & weapon in behalf of
the people.

This eleventh hour repentance of the Beef trust
will not avail it anything when it is summoned be-
fore the judgment seat occupied by the American
people, too long denied justice by a thing called law
gnd overly-long exploited by a monopoly the like of
which has not been witnessed by any country.

The Beef trust must go, not only in theory, but
in fact; not only legally but actually. Its fate is
now in the laps of the people.

NORA'S MISTAKE.

Mrs. Bubbub—1 wonder what's come over Harry. Instead
of belng cross, as usual, he startied off happy and whistling

like & bird thls morning.

Nora (A new girl)—It's my fault, mum, 1 got the wrong
package and gave him bird seed for breakfast food.—Wo-
man's Home Companion

THEIR AMUSEMENT.

“What do you fellows up here In these hills do to amuse
voursalves all the year around?’ queried the summer vialtor.

Wall, vou ses, sonny,” drawled Uncle Charlla Beaver
“ye see, In th’ summer we fish an’ play seven-up for th
drinks, an' in th' winter; why, there ain't no fishin'."

LOVED BUT LOST.

An an lustration of great devotion to truth, a would-be
M.P. told his auditors that he “"underwent B severe thrash-
ing when & boy for telling the truth.” Imagine the sickly
feeling which came over him when a gruff volce called out
from the center of the audlence: "1 guess it's cured yer,
guv'nor!"—~Christian Life.

SMALLEST OF ALL.

| “Do you recall what book had the least In it of any you
| ever reviawed?"

"My pocketbook. Haven't got a dollar with you, have
| youl's=Judge,
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Mr. W, K. Carr Glves Some Reflee-
tion on Faguet's Cult of Incympe-
tence,

To the Editor of THE TIMES
I beg to present for your considera-

tion some  reflections suggested by a
cursery examination of Ifaguet’'s “Cult
of [ncompatence.’”

The author has unnuestionably demon-
strated an Increase of politlcal Incom-
petency, but not naecciecarly on  the
part of the people. Indeed, T belleve
that *the peopla” have not even had
an opportunity to manifest thelr in-
cnmpetency.

What was the eource of Necker's
juwer? He wan the first to identify
“pullic opinton” with the will of the
bourgcolsly., Faguet declares that the
eurlr: killed Socra‘ea. Nemes hive
mpregsed me bul slightly. Athens has
been called a “demecracy,” but we
hnow thuat it was a mercantlle oli=-
archy, the prolatariat having no po-
litlcal power. Socrates re tedly and
vinlently assaulted ‘election by lot"”
one of the pet s 'hemes of the Athenian
profit-takers; he was “‘land in his
gvmpiathias and convictions, and. hanee
the tragedv of the ~up of hemlock. The
“people’’ of thia countiry have no po-
lHtleal power, They vote for but ohe
Federal offiver—a Congressman, and a
Conpresenman ~annol pAss @ Ia\n'; at
best he passes a 'guess, ' since what he
resolves miuxt run the gantlet of the
Benate, the Prealdent, and the Eupreme

What's on the Program in
Washington Today

The following Masonlc
will meet tonight: Lodges—Naval,
No. 4, soclal; Hlram, No. 10, F. C.;
Latayette, No. 19; Willlam R. Bingle-
ton, No. 80, F. C. and M. M. Royal
Arch Chapter—Capltel, No, 11, P,
M. K. Royal and Belect Masters—
Andoniram Council, No. 2. Eastern
Btar—Esther Chapter, No, b

The tollowing 1. O. O. F. lodges wlll
meet tonight: Columbia, No. 10, de-
gree work; Excelslor, No. 17, and
Salem, No, 2, nomination of officers

The following Rgd Men's organizations
will meet tonlght: lLogan Tribe, No. E
At Red Men's Hall, Wisconsin avenue
and N street northwest; Bloux Tribe,
No. 8, at Mariners’ Temple.

Meeting of National Clircle, No. &1, P,
H. ., Third street and Pennsylvania
avenue southeast, tonlght

Bpecial meeting for arranging a Wash-
{ington section for the Buffrage Parade
ta be given in Baltimore June 27,
offices of Mra. Kllen Bpencer Musesey,
1817 New York avenue northwest,
T:30 p. m. .

Last meeting of the season of the Uon-
necticut Avenue Citizens' Association,
Army and Navy Preparatory School,

organizations

assemnbly hall, p. m.
Amusements,
Poll's—Poll Players In “The Thres
Twins,” 2:15 and 815 p. m
Belasco—Butterfield Players In  *“The
Way to Win & Woman,” K16 p, m
Columbla—Columbla Players In "'The

House Next Door,” ;15 and R:16 p. m,
Arcade—Motion plctures and other at-
tractlona.
Glen Foho Park—Amusements for all,
Admission free,
Chevy Chape Lake—Amusements aud
musie by section of Marine Hand,
Marshall Hall—=Dancing and other at-
tractions.

Chesapeake Beuch—Bathing, fishing, and
otner sattractions,

Luna Park—Danclng and other amuse-
ments

Indian Head and return, sisumer 8¢
Johns, forty-mile moonlight sall at 1
| .

and |

Court.  Tha “people,’” the proletariat,
the Inborer present a solid front, held
tekether by the anity of thele conaltion,
but there is always a bl partition of rev-
enue, LandJorexample,is never so strong
as to completely crusk  profit-taking.
Profit-takers , ¢ven in aand-tidden coun-
tryv llke Bussia today, have poinereveniie,
and the will of that gevenue |ls express-
ed, however feehly, by the politiclan,
hecause the politician, bhelng not him-
pelf a4 wealth ereatyr, must, in onler
ti live, 49 the bldding of some holder
of revenus. Faguet admits ithis when
he speuks of the “masters of the poll-

tlejans.”  His wedk polnt, however, 18
the confusion of "neople” with the
hulders of the Jdominant revenue, 1le
hae, undoabitedly, proved an increasc
of lncocmp2tence, hHhut of what class?
Why of fust *hat class .n which we

should expect to find it - the clasa that
has enjoved ease and luxary and all
the ensrvating influencea which great

wealth  brings The fonction of the
peiticlin s to express the will of
reventi®, and the proletarint have had

nao revonucs whose will could be ex-
pressed, They have had a hard strug-
gle. Thev have beon compelled to llve
wimplyv, aml have been foriod, throngh
ek of meansg, to employ trose virtues,
which we are eatly taught t¢ applaud.
Youdanot ook for Inerease of incomipe-
tenee in that Cless, just the reverse;
ard in support of my propasition I hex
to call vaur nttention to the fare* that
the tmprovement in the cvondition of
the averdagoe Inborer alone mewsures the

advanve of the present diy over the
wocial slough of L.000 years ago. 1 doubt
If Herhert sSpencr was any betigr

ecouipped mentally than Plate, but the
wif which svparated the Athen'an
fu-um:l_w-. from thr atoncmason of the
Fhiladelphla of todiy o 68 gEreat as
tnat whivh we are taught to hellave
divides heaven and hell Fuguet, In
my opinlon, his not demonstrated any
Invrease In incampetency on the part
of the 'people.’”” hut raiher on the part

lof the hourgeols class, the class which,

since the mbldie of the sixteenth cen-
tury, has lLieen the channel through
which force and energe huve elacted to
speak. WwW. Kk, CARR.

No Place Like Washington, and It Is
In Its Glory Now,
To the Egiter of THE TIMES
What I8 the most delightful time of
the vear? Thia gquestion came up at a
social club not long ago., If it was put
put to me, I would say “without & mo-
ment’'s hesitation, the middle of June,
and In my opinfon, speak truthfully,

Also, In the same breath, which, hy the

way, ‘s a figure of speech, and not in
he taken seriously, as it is a physical |
Imposeibhility. 1 would state that the
most delightful city thia side of the

Rocky mountaing 'o enjoy this delight-
ful time of the year Is our own rcity,
Washington.

What other town. I say town by way

of varlety from oft-repeated clty, you
understand, can boast of such wide
well-paved streets, shaded with mas-

nificent trees? What ather clly can
boast of such pure fresh air. free from
the eEmoke of & crowded manufacturing
burg? (That last Is & deviation from
“town'').

1 ask you, man tn man, what other
city has a Major Syilvester, a Judge
De Lacy, a Bill Sherman, a seien-
tren-gtralght game winning ball team ”
Answer in_ chorus from the assembled
company, NONE.

PIERRE DE MOC RACY,

Five-Year Term For Employes Not
a Measure Worthy of Statesmen.
To the Editor of THE TIMES

(tne investigation has followed po
cloeely on the heels of another dyr-
Ing the scesions of recent Congreapes
that wvery little time is allowed for
the actual work men were
Congress to perform. Measures that
would be beneficial to the country
and {ta people are allowed to hang on
the calendars session aflter session
while numerous farce nvestigations
are put throueh with a rush and a
whoop., And whal de they all amount
to? The people’'s money s being spent

sant o

on these farce Investigations ""'"”‘l

to satiefy the wlhims of a few
not for any good Lthey ever
out of them. One of the
pensive luxuries this nation

maon
o et
most ex
Aan bomst

of today s the national legislature
They are also "economists” so-call
ed. The good old days when honor-
able men went to Congress and 404
their duty as they saw It xre fast

disappearing. Now, many o

tiving to get subtreasuries

them Ara

calad In

thelr districts or find Gomvernment
tents” for all thelr relations Some
of them have so many relations for
Jubs that there are not enough to go
round, so they have concoctad =
scheme to retuln Governtmen! e

plives in office only Ave or ten vears
It is certainly surprising how & man
ever gol in Congress wi s Ligtis

conception of the publie busine
tn advocate A Ave-year term for (Jox
ernment emploves Peaple usual! n el
viecale such silly propositions unde.

ARMY AND NAVY ORDERS

ARMY.
Second Licutenant HAROLD C. VAN-
DERVEER, assigned to the Trird
Field Artillery.

The following transfers at the request
of the officers concerned Are or-
dered

Flrst Lieutenant AMBROSE R, EM-
KERY. from the Twenty-first Infan-

try Lo the Twenty-elghth Infantry.
First Lisutenant JOHN B, RICHARID-
S8ON, from the Twentv-elghth Infan-
try 1o the Twenty-first Infantry,
Captain EDWARD CANFIELD Jris
Coast Artillery Corps, from Boaton

Mass,, to Fort Monroe, Va.
NAVY.
Lieutenant Commander Z. ¥ BRIGGS

detached Callfornia; honic,
ders
Lisutenant Commande:
BY. to navy vard, Norfolk,
Ensign L. J GULLIVER,
Loulsiana to Indlana.

walt nr-

F. M. RRI'M-
Va
detached

-

Ensign R. . WHITE. detached Peire
resignation acoepied

Ensign . J BRIGHT, detached Was
ingten. to Pelpel
Ens'gn 8 B8 KENXEDY, detached

Washington, to
Assistant Burgeon J
navy recrulting sia

Petre
B POLLARD

lon, Nallas, Tex
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